2022 Q&A Panel

Q&A 2022.001
06 January 2022

Meaning of race committee’s own records or observations in rule 90.3(c)

Question 1
What are the race committee’s own records and what are the race committee’s own
observations for the purposes of rule 90.3(c)?

Answer 1

For the purposes of rule 90.3(c), the race committee’s own records include any material pro-
duced by the race committee, such as written, audio or video records, while the race commit-
tee’s own observations extend to anything that the race committee sees or hears, irrespective of
the source.

Question 2
In which of the following cases may the race committee make its own observations for the
purposes of rule 90.3(c)?
1. Information arising from an invalid protest
2. Media content or social media posts produced by:
- the organising authority
- a party
- a support person
- an independent source

Answer 2

In all of the above.

There is no limitation on what the race committee may observe.
See answer 1.
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Q&A 2022.002
21 February 2022

Conflict of interest of a protest committee member

Situation

Rule 89.2(a) states that the organizing authority shall publish a notice of race that conforms
to Rule J1. Rule 90.2 states that the race committee shall publish written sailing instructions
that conform to rule J2.

Question 1
Can an organizing authority ask a potential member of the protest committee for assistance
in writing the notice of race or sailing instructions?

Answer 1

Yes.

An organizing authority or a race committee may ask anyone, including a potential protest
committee member, for assistance in preparing the notice of race or sailing instructions.
Furthermore, when an international jury is appointed to an event, it shall, when asked, assist
these bodies in any matter directly affecting the fairness of the competition. See rule N2.1.

Question 2
Does the official who assisted in writing the notice of race or sailing instruction have a
Conflict of Interest being a member of the protest committee of this event?

Answer 2
No.
See definition of Conflict of Interest.

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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World Sailing Racing Rules Question and Answer Service

Q&A 2022.003
21 February 2022

Rule 45 and the meaning of “made fast”

Situation
Rule 45 says that a boat “shall not be made fast” (with exceptions).

Question
Does the term “made fast” apply to:
(a) attachment of a boat by a single line to a buoy or post, so that the boat is able to
swing? or
(b) attachment of a boat fore and aft to buoys or posts, so that the boat is not able to
swing?

Answer
The term applies to all of the above.
A boat is made fast when she is fastened or attached to something.

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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Q&A 2022.004
24 March 2022

Discretionary Penalties for the breach of rules of Part 2, rule 31 or class rules

Question 1
Can the Notice of Race or the Sailing Instructions state that a breach of a rule of Part 2 or
rule 31 will be subject to a discretionary penalty?

Answer 1

Yes.

Rule 64.2 allows applying a penalty other than disqualification. This includes making the
penalty discretionary.

Question 2
Can the Notice of Race or the Sailing Instructions state that a breach of a class rule will be
subject to a discretionary penalty.

Answer 2
Yes.

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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World Sailing Racing Rules Question and Answer Service

Q&A 2022.005
11 April 2022

Three boats situation on a downwind finish

Situation
49ers are finishing between the marks. In position 4, while Blue is still in the zone, there
is contact without damage or injury between Blue and Green.

Question 1
Is Blue exonerated for breaking rules 10 and 147

Answer 1

Yes.

Yellow was overlapped inside Blue and Green when Yellow entered the zone

and Green is an obstruction to Blue and Yellow.

- If the protest committee finds that Yellow was sailing within the mark-room she is
entitled to between positions 3 and 4, rule 18 applies and rule 19 does not. See rule
19.1(b). Blue is sailing within the mark-room she is entitled to, therefore she is
exonerated from breaking rule 10 under rule 43.1(b).

- If the protest committee finds that mark-room has been given to Yellow, rule 18 no
longer applies and rule 19 does. Blue is entitled to room between Yellow and
Green and is compelled to break rule 10 by Yellow who broke rule 19.2, therefore
she is exonerated under rule 43.1(b)

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a
hearing.



There was no damage or injury caused by the contact, therefore Blue, entitled to mark
room from Green or to room from Yellow, is exonerated from breaking rule 14 under
rule 43.1(c).

Question 2
If the answer to the previous question is no, which course should Blue sail to be
considered as sailing within the mark-room she is entitled, if she is so?

Answer 2
Not applicable.
See answer 1.

Question 3
Did Yellow or Green break any rule?

Answer 3
It depends.
See answer 1.

Question 4
Would the answers be the same, if instead of finishing, boats are sailing through a gate
and the next course to be sailed is a beat?

Answer 4
Yes.

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a
hearing.
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World Sailing Racing Rules Question and Answer Service

Q&A 2022.006
25 August 2022

Rule T1(a) application

Situation for Question 1

Appendix T applies to a race. A protest is heard over an incident related to a rule of Part 2
(or to rule 31). No boat took a Post-Race Penalty before the start of the hearing. After the
protest is decided, the protest committee decides to reopen the hearing.

Question 1
Can a boat take a Post-Race Penalty before the beginning of the reopened hearing?

Answer 1

No.

App T1(a) states that the latest time a Post-Race Penalty can be taken is prior to the
beginning of a protest hearing involving the incident. The hearing on this incident had
already begun, even if it is re-opened.

Situation for Question 2

Appendix T applies to a race. A protest is heard over an incident related to a rule of Part 2
(or to rule 31). No boat took a Post-Race Penalty before the start of the hearing. After the
protest is decided, there is an appeal to the national authority under rule 70.1(a).

Question 2

If the national authority's decision is that the hearing is to be re-opened, or that there is to be
a new hearing, can a party take a Post-Race Penalty before the new or re-opened hearing
begins?

Answer 2
No.
That entittement ended when the original hearing began. See rule T1(a).

Situation for Question 3

Appendix T applies to a race. A protest related to an incident involving a rule of Part 2 (or to
rule 31) is lodged. The protest is not heard, and there is an appeal to the national authority
under rule 70.1(b).

Question 3
When the national authority decides that a protest committee will hear the protest, can a
party take a Post-Race Penalty before the beginning of this hearing?

Answer 3
Yes.
It complies with rule T1(a).

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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World Sailing Racing Rules Question and Answer Service

Q&A 2022.007
25 August 2022

Obligation to publish written sailing instructions

Situation 1

The organizing authority published the notice of race for an event. The results of the event
are to contribute to the scoring of an overall annual ranking. The race committee did not
publish sailing instructions; nevertheless, it conducted a series of races and scored them.

Question 1
Can the race committee score the races and therefore have a valid event?

Answer 1

It depends.

The Race Committee is required by rule 90.2(a) to publish written sailing instructions and by
rule 25.1 to make them available to each boat before the race starts. However, it is not
mandatory to publish separate documents for the Notice of Race and the Sailing
Instructions; hence, a single document can be published provided that it complies with the
requirement of rule J2.

If this does not happen, it is impossible to determine if any boat has started, sailed the
course, and finished; therefore, the race may not be scored as the requirements of rule
90.3(a) are not met.

Situation 2
A sailor entered this event but did not sail in it because of the lack of sailing instructions.

Question 2
If the answer to question 1 is yes, can the sailor get redress based on the claim that his
score in the annual ranking was made significantly worse through no fault of his own?

Answer 2

Failing to publish the information required by rule J2 is an improper omission of the race
committee and a boat may seek redress based one that. Before granting redress, the
protest committee shall determine if the other conditions to grant redress are met (i.e. did
that omission made the boat’s score significantly worse without any fault of the boat?).
However, when deciding the request for redress, the protest committee shall not consider
how the ‘annual ranking’ is affected unless it is a series of races as understood by the RRS.

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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Q&aAs reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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Q&A 2022.008
25 August 2022

Typeface used on sail numbers

Question 1

Does a sans-serif typeface that uses an open 4 as a
sail number as shown on the picture comply with the 2 U
rules?

Answer 1

Yes.

The sail numbers shown in this picture satisfy all the requirements of rule G1.2(a):
¢ they are written using Arabic numerals,

all the numbers are of the same colour,

the colour used has a strong contrast to the body of the sail,

the typeface is sans-serif, and

the numbers are clearly legible when the sail is set.

It should be noted that not all variations of an open 4 will satisfy the last requirement and
that legibility shall be assessed case-by-case. For example, numbers or letters created
using a typeface resembling a digital 8 display or obtained as a cut-out of a squared number
8 will not comply with it: although they are clearly legible when considered one by one,

when they are applied to both sides of a sail they may create confusion, therefore they do
not comply with rule G1.2(a).

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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World Sailing Racing Rules Question and Answer Service

Q&A 2022.009
17 October 2022

Permission to replace an item

Situation

Class rules state that “Each boat may measure only one complete set of equipment except
battens for an event. The race committee may allow replacement of any items lost or
damaged beyond repair.”

The organizing authority appointed a technical committee for the event.

Question
Can the technical committee approve replacements?

Answer
No.

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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