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In 1987 the International Funboard Class Association (IFCA) was recognized by World Sailing as governing the class rules for
the disciplines Slalom, Freestyle and Wave windsurfing

Slalom is a, fast and powerful windsurfing discipline. The short races of 3 to § minutes can be run in compact arcas close to the
spectators. The races are at high speed, with short legs and close mark roundings. The format is elimination, which requires an
efficient race committee and jury. In some events, 200 starts a day are no exception!

The need for casy rules governing the fast mark rounding became more and more important, since the existing rule 18 was
impossible to judge at high-speed events. America’s Cup special racing rules set the pace. In a 35-year process, the slalom
discipline had several “specialist-rogue” rulebooks. Since 2017, World Sailing gave permission to test some radical new ideas
to simplify the rules. This testing, with the help of some International Judges, led to the launch in June 2021 together with
World Sailing, of an casy, workable set of rules: the Windsurfing Slalom Racing Rules.

Download the Windsurfing Slalom Racing Rules (WSRR) from the World Sailing web site in the Racing Rules section. (Search
“windsurf”, click submit, select “Documents” and find the Slalom Rules. Or paste this url into your browser.

hitps://ww: DR2106 une202 1-[27800].pdf

ailing indsur

The Notice of Race shall include that the event will be governed by the rules as defined in the Windsurfing Slalom
Racing Rules.

This chapter provides guidelines to help judges develop the skills needed to officiate at windsurfing slalom events.
N.2 General

- Protests are mostly from the 1°' competitor who is not in the group to advance to the next round (4" — 5"
position).

- The first mark rounding is the most critical, as the competitors are close together.

- In the first round there is a big difference in the competitors’ levels.

- In the semi-finals and especially in the final, the competitors’ levels are more equal and the mark rounding will
be more critical.

- In addition to the standard criteria to apply Rule 2, disqualifications are also possible for dangerous or reckless
sailing (Windsurfing Slalom Racing Rule 2).

It is important for the jury to focus on the 4™ and 5" position (depending on the cut-off) at the mark rounding, and
make notes which can be used in case of a protest hearing.

N.3 Racing Format
N.3.1 Courses
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Note: The start can be from the beach or on the waler near the marks A or B, If
the wind is not cross shone stans should normally be on the waser. The finish can
be to windward of leeward of mark B, on the waler of the beach.

N.3.2 Sailing in Eliminations

* Direct elimination: top 50% advance:

o Example: 10 at the start -> 5 advance to next heat;

© The battle between 5" and 6" is the most important;

o Ifthere are issues among 1, 2, 3 and 4, normally there is no protest because they all qualify;

o Similar for last 4 in the heat.

N.4 Rules

Some significant modifications in the WSRR compared to the Racing Rules of Sailing are:
« Definition Capsized

A board is capsized when the competitor is water starting or separated from the board, or the sail is in the water.
* Definition Pre-start zone

The area formed by the starting line and the extensions of the lines from the first mark to the starting marks.
During a starting sequence, the pre-start zone is part of the course area.

* Rule 11:

An overtaking board shall keep clear of an overtaken board. The overtaken board shall not change course if as
a result the overtaking board would need to change course to continue keeping clear.

* Rule 14:

A board shall avoid contact with another board if reasonably possible, but no board shall be penalized under this
rule unless there is contact that causes injury or serious damage.

* Rule 18.1:

If a board is leeward or is clear ahead when she begins rounding or passing the mark or obstruction, the
windward or clear astern board at that moment shall thereafter giver her mark-room until the mark no longer
influences the course of the board entitled to mark-room.

* Rule 18.2:

When a board entitled to mark-room must gybe or bear away at the mark, until she gybes or bears away she
shall sail not farther from the mark than needed to sail that course.

* Rule 23.4:

In the last 30 seconds before the starting signal:

(a) All boards shall sail in the pre-start zone in the direction of the starting line;

(b) A board approaching from outside the pre-starting zone is not entitled to room or mark-room and shall keep
clear of the boards inside the pre-start zone.

(c) A board that stops, slows down significantly, or one that is not making significant forward progress shall keep
clear of all others, except when accidentally capsized.

* Rule 26:

Provides starting signals for different types of starts.

* Rule 31:

A board may touch a mark, but shall not hold on to it.

¢ Rule 42:

Boards are allowed to pump, since RRS 42 has been deleted.

* Rule 44:

The 360 °-Turn Penalty has no requirement for a tack or a gybe.

* Rule61.1

« The protesting board shall also inform the race committee on the finishing line of her intention to protest as soon
as practicable after she finishes or retires and shall inform the protestee that there will be, as soon as possible, a
hearing.

* Rule 61.3 and 63.6 and 65.1:

Protests and requests for redress need not be in writing; they shall be made orally to a member of the protest
committee as soon as reasonably possible following the race. The protest committee may take evidence in any way
it considers appropriate and may communicate its decision orally.

* Rule 70:

Appeals and request to a National Authority are not.

* Rule A7.2:

The discarded score(s) will count to break the tie, if any.

* RuleN1.2:

The international jury shall consist of at least three members. A majority shall be International Judges.

N.5 Start

Important rules prior to the start
Rules, 11, 12 and 23.4

he 30 second signal is: Yellow flag removed (one sound signal).

N Wind
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Note: The start can be from the beach or on the waler near the marks A or B, If
the wind is not cross shone stans should normally be on the waser. The finish can
be to windward of leeward of mark B, on the waler of the beach.
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N.6 On the Reach

The main rules on the reach are WSRR 11 and 12.

WSRR 11: The overtaking board shall keep clear of the overtaken board. The overtaken board shall not change
course if as a result the overtaking board would need to take action to continue keeping clear.

WSRR 12: When boards are on the same tack and not overlapped, the board clear astern shall keep clear of a
board clear ahead.

N.7 Mark Rounding

Most of the protests are about rule 18 (mark room)

In WSRR rule 18 is switched on when a board start to round the mark. (The competitor unhooks the trapeze, steps
out the foot strap, and brings their bodyweight and mast more backward and to leeward and the mast more to
leeward.) At high speed you can see the spray behind the board changing.
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Itis important in these protests to establish if there was an overlap when “a board starts to round a mark.” At mark 1
we find that in only 3-5 % of cases there is an overlap. Most often, boards are clear ahead and clear astern.

Itis very rare to have a protest about other rules.

N.8 Positioning of the Jury

* Positioning on the water during racing:

© Actions before the start are best viewed from behind the boards;

o Atmark 1 from a location to see overlap at the moment a board is “about to round”;

o Atmark 2, mark 3,... from a location to see overlap at the moment a board is “about to round”.

Slalom racing involves high speeds (15 meter per second; about 30 knots)
'When you are on the water be careful where you position your boat.

Positioning on the beach during racing:

Observe with good binoculars:

Starting area

Mark 1

Rest of course

Looking at the races

Similar to direct judging; say out loud what you see
order of sails approaching the mark

“overlap”, if any

—_———0 e

=0

“no issues” if no issue

record issues so if it comes to a protest, you already have an idea of what happened
Hearing location if races close to the beach:

Tower

Identified by Jury Flag

Hearing location if races are far away:
Platform (rubber dinghy) with mooring
Identified by Jury Flag

N.9 Protests and Requests for Redress

The protestor has to inform the other party immediately after the incident by hailing, “PROTEST". The protestor also
has to inform the RC as soon as possible at the finish.

0Oe 00 e

for protestor and pi

o

The parties and their witnesses shall go to the protest committee as soon as reasonably posslble after finishing, to
begin the hearing as soon as possible. The protestor is to bring the and

Since the result of a protest is important for the next round, protest hearings should take as little time as possible.
The hearings are oral (without a protest form), and immediately after the finish of the heat involved.

N.10 Hearing Procedures

Hearings usually take no more than 2-3 minutes.
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The hearing procedure is slightly different from standard practice in a few aspects.

Check if protest could influence next heats

If so, instruct RC to stop the start of the heats concerned

If not, decide if you want to hear the protest immediately or after racing
Check Validity of protest

Announced to RC at finish boat

Announced to protestee on the water

Each competitor explains the situation in a maximum of 30 seconds
The questions of the jury members

If needed, witnesses (but try to avoid)

Last statement of the parties

Find the facts, conclusion and decision.

Inform protestor and protestee about decision

Inform the RC about the decision (DSQ and/or RDG), and the protest is finished

LONOPOAPWTONT D =

N.11 Redress

The rules for redress are significantly changed by deleting:

- 62.1 (b) injury or physical damage because of the action of a boat that was breaking a rule of Part 2 or of a
vessel not racing that was required to keep clear;

- 62.1(e) Capsizing because of the action of a board that was breaking a rule of Part 2.

In the WSRR, boards may get redress only if:

(a) giving help (except to herself) in compliance with rule 1.1;

(b) an improper action or omission of the race committee, protest committee, organizing authority or technical
committee for the event, but not by a protest committee decision when the board was a party to the hearing; or

(c) an action of a board or her support person that resulted in a penalty under rule 2 or a penalty or warning under
rule 69.2(h).

This will reduce the number of hearings, saving a lot of time between the heats.

In elimination races, the redress may be an advance to the next round, resulting in more boards competing in a heat
in the next round. Redress in the final and runner-up final are like in fleet racing, although not worse than her
finishing position or the last place in

her heat, and not better than the best place in her heat.

To give an advance to the next round the jury has to be convinced that the competitor had a
reasonable chance to advance to the next round if the incident had not occurred. An incident at
the last mark between the boards in 7" and 8" place cannot normally result in redress.

When redress may be granted for more than one race due to damage, the principle in World Sailing Case 116 will
apply. This limits the number of races for which redress may be granted.

When during a hearing, it becomes apparent that redress may be granted that could affect a whole fleet, the
hearing should be adjourned and the jury should initiate redress on behalf of the whole fleet in order to make them
all parties to the hearing.

In the final heats, the redress given shall be points. As the board has some result already before the finals, the
points given cannot be less or more than the points which can be scored in that heat.

N.12 Redress Hearings

STEP |QUESTION / REMARK RESULT
1 Was the board's score made significant worse? Yes Proceed
2 Was the board at any fault in the matter? (The reason [No Do Not Proceed
for the worse score must have been through no fault
of her own).
3 Does the request meet one of the three categories in_|Yes Proceed
rule 62.17
3a Was the board giving help? Yes Proceed if the board was
complying with rule 1.1 (see Case
20)
3b Was there an improper action or omission of the OA, _|Some errors or omissions, including
RC, PC or TC that was specifically the cause of the |mistimed or incorrect signals, will
worse score? not meet this test.
3c Was there an action of another board or support [The jury may initiate redress after
person in an incident in which a penalty under rule 2 the rule 2 or rule 69 hearing.
or a penalty or warning under rule 69.2(h) was given?

N.13 OCS Hearings and Decisions

On balance of probability, the person in the best position to observe boards over the line is the race official sighting
the line. If the line sighting and board identification are reasonable and proper, and the race committee is confident
that the board is correctly identified over the line, it is unlikely that any other witness will have been in a better
position. Case 136 provides this guidance.

For board "456” that was not OCS but was
incorrectly identified as OCS:

Boards will normally be
signaled to retire, so most
likely average points will
be appropriate. However,
check for other
possibilities.

N.14 Pumping

Pumping is permitted in all windsurfing classes. As Slalom racing only takes place in planing conditions (if the wind
drops the race shall be abandoned) there is not so much pumping. Pumping is most likely to occur in light wind
conditions, just before the start, and after the mark roundings.

N.15 Wind and Sui Conditi

The decision to race or abandon a race due the wind strength or suitable conditions is a decision of the race
committee after consulting the IFCA Class representative (if there is one). The decision is not grounds for a redress.

The IFCA Championship rules state: “Protests regarding wind strength and suitability of wind direction or wave
conditions shall be disallowed.”

N.16 C: with C: i and their Coaches

Al itors, but youth should expect a consistent and fair hearing process, in a language
they can understand. The protest hearing should be formal and in plain English. The judges should be fair,
respectful, and helpful to all participants.

Competitors may not have previous experience in a protest hearing. The chairman should ensure that the parties,
including their coaches, are informed of the processes that will be followed and if necessary, clearly explain the
process to the parties and witnesses, both initially and as the hearing proceeds. This can also be explained in the
first skippers’ meeting of the event. Special attention can be given to the requirements for making a protest and of
course, for how to avoid a protest after an incident.

Introduce the jury members at the initial skippers’ meeting and advise that the jury is
properly constituted, and that appeals are not permitted.
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The main requirements for the protestor are:

Hail “protest” to the protestee;

Inform the RC immediately at the finish line;

When ashore, immediately go to the jury and bring the protestee and any witnesses.

To avoid misunderstanding, throughout the hearing and especially when communicating the facts found, conclusion
and decisions, the judges should use the vocabulary of the rules. Judges should bear in mind that a competitor may
not have a full ing of the rules and

When speaking with sailors, use their names (ask if n ary). When rules or interp with
sailors, use the vocabulary used in the rules without changing the language of the rules. If the competitor is young, it
is preferable to include their coach or parent in the hearing as an observer, if available.

N.17 Discretionary Penalties

If the Sls provide for an alternative penalty for a breach, the penalties may range from zero penalty to
disqualification. However, the following guidelines will be observed in assessing penalties. If the jury decides that a
penalty greater than DSQ is appropriate, then they will consider initiating action under rule 2 or rule 69.

Penalties are divided into 5 bands:

Band 0 - zero penalty Band 1 — 2 points

Band 2 - 5 points

Band 3 - 10 points Band 4 - DSQ/DNE

Questions the jury will consider when deciding the appropriate initial penalty band include:

1. Did the breach compromise the safety of competitors or race organizers?

2. Did the board gain a competitive advantage through her breach?

3. Could the breach bring the sport or the organization into disrepute?

4. Did the breach result in damage or injury?

5. Was anybody inconvenienced?

The following questions are then considered to determine if there is cause to increase or decrease the band or
reasons to maximize or minimize the penalty within the band;

1. Was the breach deliberate?

2. Was there a good reason for the breach?

3. Was there any attempt to conceal the breach?

4. Was the breach a careless or cavalier disregard of the rules?

5. Has the breach been repeated?

6. Was the breach reported by the competitor?

The following principles are then used to apply the penalty:

1. Any penalty must exceed any likely gain.

2. Adiscretionary penalty will not normally make a boat's score worse than retirement or disqualification.

3. Percentage penalties are calculated and then rounded up or down to a whole number of points.

4. If afleet is split into groups, the calculation is based on the group size.

5. When more than one race is sailed in a day, unless the breach specifically affects each race, any penalty will be
applied to one race only.

6. When a rule is broken while not racing, the penalty will be applied to the race in which the boat sailed nearest in
time to that of the incident.

If a board realizes they have broken a rule that is subject to discretionary penalties, they should report to the jury
office where they will be asked to complete a form to describe the breach. The jury will then propose a penalty that
a board may accept without a hearing.

In the appendix you find suggested guidance which you can use and publish for the competitors.

<TITLE OF EVENT>

Jury Policy

<Date>

Organized by: <Club>

in co-operation with the: <Organization>
DISCRETIONARY PENALTIES

When the jury has discretion to decide the appropriate penalty for a breach, the penalties may range from zero penalty to disqualification. If
the jury decide that a penalty greater than DSQ is appropriate, then they will consider initiating action under rule 2 or rule 69.

Penalties are divided into 5 bands: Band 0 - zero penalty

Band 1-2 points

<Location, City, Country>
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; 0poo-00000
Band 25 points 0poo-00000
Band 3 - 10 points Band 4~ DSQ/DNE 0ooo-000000
The following penalties are suggested as guidance: 0oooo-000/000
00000000000000000000000
si Breach Band SI oo oo
[u]
<7> |AVOIDING RACING AREA 1 <0 > goD0O000O0oooOo0
- Breach without interference with a board racing or an official boat 2 -000000000000000000000000 1
- Breach with interference with a board racing or an official boat 4 -0000000000000000000000 2
- Breach with contact with a board racing or an official boat -oooooooobooooooooooooo 4
[AVOIDING AREAS THAT ARE OBSTRUCTIONS OR FORBIDDEN 000000000000000000
<10> - Accidental 1 <10> -00 1
- Deliberate 4 -00 4
SAFETY REGULATIONS ooog
- Failing to comply with requirements for reporting 1 -00000000 1
- Failing to wear flotation devices afloat when flag Z is displayed 4 -Z00000000000000000000000 4
<17> - When non-compliance results in initiation of search and rescue 4 <17> -000000000000000000
- Failing to return to the competitors’ area on the beach after “N over H”, “N over -1 0000 0000000000000" 0000000" * 0000o0oo0”
A, “AP over H” or “AP over A“is displayed on one or more RC vessels 1 " 00000000” 000" 000000000000000000000000 |1
noonanmnnnn
- Going afloat or ashore outside the competition area 2 -00000000000000O0 2
REPLACEMENT AND REPAIRS OF EQUIPMENT oooooooog
- Removing measure or inspected equipment from venue without approval 3 -000000000000000000000 3
<18> - Failing to make prompt request for replacement 1 <18> -00000000000 1
- Failing to comply with requirements for replacement afloat 2 -0000000000000000 2
- Making modification or repairs without required permission -00000000000000000 4
4
<20> NOT WEARING ADVERTISING VEST 1 <20> gooooooooooo 1
- Failing to wear the advertising vest or organizer event sticker first time -0000000000000000000000000000000 2
- Failing to wear the advertising vest or organizer event sticker after the first time -00000000000000000000000000O00000O00
SARAAAAAAARARAAAAARARAAAAAAAARAAA




- Any other event stickers on the required place for event stickers. 2

NOT OBEYING THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE BEACHMASTER oooooooooooooon
<21> - Accidental 1 <21> -00
- Deliberate n 00
<22> TRASH DISPOSAL 0 <22> ooooo
- Accidental -00
- Careless -000
- Deliberate i -oo
4
| SAIL NUMBERS AND COUNTRY CODES ooooooooooo
- Sail number on wrong position in the sail 1 -000000000000000
- sail number NOT clearly legible (Helvetia or similar) 1 0000000000000 etiad 0000000000
CLASSRULES |- Sail numbers smaller than 23 cm 1 pOoOooo  |-000000280000000
- Sail numbers NOT black on white background -ooooooooooooooo
- Different country code from the competitor’s national authority o 000000000000
o
(OTHER BREACHES oooooo
- Modification of manufacture supplied and controlled equipment 3 -0000000000000000000
- Prohibited fairing or refinishing of hull/foi surfaces 3 -00/0000000000000000000
- Use of equipment not registered n Ealaluisislafalalufsiafala)
- Use of equipment wrongly registered (but certified) -00000000000000000000000
- Use of prohibited GPS or other electronics 3 -0000000000000000000000
- Safety equipment missing or inadequate n -0oDoooooo0oo0on
4
0OCS HEARINGS ooooo
The person in the best position to observe boards over the line s the race officia sighting the line. If the line sighting and board 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
identification are reasonable and proper, and the race committee is confident that the board is correctly identified over the line, it is gooooooooO0000O00000000000000000000OO00O0O0O00O0O000O0000
unlikely that any other witness will have been in a better position. ooo0o0o0000o00000o0o0ooonoonn
TO MAKE A PROTEST oooo
1. Inform the protestee during or immediately after the incident g -g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g oooo
2. Inform the race committee at the finshing line. 0.0000N0N00000000000000000000000000000" 0000" 0000000
3. After finish go immediately to the jury (<white flag with “JURY">) on the beach with the protestee and EERELLERL

witness (if any).




