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Question 1

The Introduction to the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) define some terms as they are used in the RRS.
‘Boat’ has been defined with the following meaning: A sailboat and the crew on board.

a) Does this mean a sailboat for which the RRS apply could it be any sailboat?

b) Does the term ‘boat’ also cover boards and/or other forms of equipment used in sailing competitions,
like kiteboards or windsurfers?
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Answer 1

a) A ‘boat’ means a sailboat and the crew on board to which the Racing Rules of Sailing apply.
The Racing Rules of Sailing use the word ‘vessel’ for a boat to which its rules do not apply.
See the preamble to Part 2.

b) Yes. See the preambles to Appendix B and Appendix F.
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Question 2

Rule 14, Avoiding Contact, says: A boat shall avoid contact with another boat if reasonably possible,
and rule 14(b) uses the term ‘shall be exonerated if she breaks the rule and the contact does not
cause ‘damage or injury’

In the preamble to part 2 and in rule 44.1(b) the terms ‘injury or serious damage’ are used.

Do the terms ‘damage or injury’ and ‘injury or serious damage’ in these rules refer to (serious) damage
or injury to the boats involved, or do they include (serious) damage or injury to, for example, marks,
race committee vessels, jury vessels, leisure or spectator vessels etc.?
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Answer 2

The terms ‘damage or injury’ and ‘injury or serious damage’ in the preamble to part 2 and in rule
14(b) refer to ‘damage or injury’ and ‘injury or serious damage’ on boats that are sailing in or near
the racing area and intend to race, are racing or have been racing.

The terms ‘injury or serious damage’ in rule 44.1(b) refer to injury or serious damage to anybody or
anything in the racing area, including the examples in the question, provided that it occurred as a
direct consequence of a boat breaking either a rule of part 2 in an incident with another boat or rule
31.

When the IRPCAS apply, neither the rules of part 2, including rule 14(b), apply nor is exoneration under
rule 44 available. Therefore, in an incident between a boat governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing and
a vessel that is not, the terms ‘damage or injury’ and ‘injury or serious damage’ as used in those rules
are not relevant.
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Question 3
Rule 62.1(b) uses the term ‘injury or physical damage’.

Does the term ‘injury or physical damage’ in this rule refer to injury or physical damage on the boat
requesting redress, or could it be injury or physical damage to other boats or objects?

For example, a mark is being pushed by another boat onto the boat requesting redress. If the mark
deflated, and caused the boat to get entangled with the mark for some time, but the boat does not
have any damage, is the deflated mark seriously damaged as the term is being used in rule 62.1(b)?
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Answer 3

The deflated mark in the example may or may not be damaged but rule 62.1(b) doesn’t apply in the
given situation. The term ‘injury or physical damage’ in this rule refers to injury or physical damage on
the boat requesting redress.

For a boat to be given redress under rule 62.1(b), her finishing position must have been made worse by
the physical damage or injury and through no fault of her own. It is not sufficient that the incident
resulted in injury or physical damage.
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Question 4
What is the difference between ‘damage’ and physical damage’.
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Answer 4

The word ‘physical’ in rule 62.1(b) makes clear that a boat may not be giv

en redress based on damage to a competitor’s state of mind as a result of an incident.
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Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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Rule 53, SKIN FRICTION, states:

A boat shall not eject or release a substance, such as a polymer, or have specially textured surfaces
that could improve the character of the flow of water inside the boundary layer.
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What actions can be performed on a boat’ s hull and what products may be applied without breaking
rule 537
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In compliance with rule 53:

- Paint, polish and antifouling on the hull, provided that it has a smooth and continuous surface
texture.

- Sanding of the hull, provided that it has a smooth and continuous surface texture.

- A sticker or other hull film with a smooth and continuous surface texture, including the edges of the
sticker or film.

- Any other application, provided that it has a smooth and continuous surface texture.
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Not in compliance with rule 53:

- Ejecting or releasing a substance at or near the hull surface

- A hull application that has a varied texture surface which may include features or other distinct
textures to modify or trip the boundary layer at that specific point.
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Attention is drawn to Class Rules that may have individual limitations on sanding and hull applications.
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Situation

While racing, a boat becomes entangled in the anchor line of a mark of the course. To free the boat,
the crew cuts the anchor line of the mark and continues racing, leaving the mark to drift. She did not
touch the mark.
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Question 1
For the purposes of rule 44.1(b) and rule 60.3(a)(1), is the mark either damaged or seriously
damaged?
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Answer 1

Damage is only relevant to rules 44.1(b) and 60.3(a)(1) if it is serious damage. The serious damage
may be to anybody or anything in the racing area in order for any of those rules to apply.
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For the purpose of rule 44.1(b):
The boat caused damage when her crew cut the mark’s anchor line.  Although this action caused
serious damage, neither a rule of Part 2, nor rule 31 were broken, therefore rule 44.1(b) does not apply.
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For the purpose of rule 60.3(a)(1):

The protest committee may call a hearing under this rule if it believes that an incident occurred which
may have resulted in injury or serious damage. It is not required that the incident is between two
boats. The committee may also consider a breach of rule 2 and would then need to clearly establish
whether recognized principles of sportsmanship or fair play have been violated. When doing so the
committee might find it helpful to consider whether safety made the act of cutting the anchor line a
seamanlike action under the prevailing circumstances.

The protest committee may also consider acting under rule 69.

Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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Question 2
Is it relevant that it was the anchor line that was cut?
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Answer 2

Yes - see Answer 1.
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Question 3

Would the answer be different depending on whether the mark was a permanent mark, or a temporary
mark laid by the race committee or others?
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Answer 3
No.
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Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.



Question 4

Is the value of the damaged item relevant?
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Answer 4

Damage can affect either the value or the usefulness of the item. When deciding the
case, the protest committee should consider the extent and the consequences of the
damage.
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Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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Situation:

As result of a hearing, a protest committee issues a warning to a support person. After the warning,
the support person again breaks a rule against the will of the supported competitor.
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Question 1

May the protest committee penalize the competitor without a hearing?
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Answer 1 No.
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Question 2

If the answer is no, under which rule shall the protest committee protest the competitor?
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Answer 2

A protest is an allegation that a boat has broken a rule. If a boat (the competitor) did not break a rule
herself, there is no grounds for the protest committee to protest her.
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In a hearing called by the protest committee under rule 60.3(d) to consider whether a support person
has broken a rule, the supported boat is a party. A hearing under rule 60.3(d) shall be conducted in
accordance with rule 63.9. Therefore, the boat’s representative has the right to be present in
accordance with rule 63.3(a). For a hearing under rule 60.3(d), rule 64.4(b) sets the conditions under

which the supported boat may be penalized.
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Note
The following changes to the Racing Rules of Sailing were approved in November 2017 at the World

Sailing Annual Conference and come into effect on 1 January 2018.
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In Definitions, change Party (e) to:
(e) a support person subject to a hearing under rule 60.3(d) or 69; any boat that person supports; a

person appointed to present an allegation under rule 60.3(d).
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Change rule 63.1 to:
63.1 Requirement for a Hearing

A boat or competitor shall not be penalized without a protest hearing, except as provided in
rules 30.2, 30.3, 30.4, 64.3(d), 64.4(b), 69, 78.2, A5 and P2. A decision on redress shalllnot
be made without a hearing. The protest committee shall hear all protests and requests for
redress that have been delivered to the race office unless it allows a protest or request to be

withdrawn.
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Add new rule 63.9:
63.9 Hearings under Rule 60.3(d) — Support Persons

If the protest committee decides to call a hearing under rule 60.3(d), it shall promptly follow
the procedures in rules 63.2, 63.3, 63.4 and 63.6, except that the information given to the
parties shall be details of the alleged breach and a person may be appointed by the protest

committee to present the allegation.
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Change rule 64.4 to:
64.4 Decisions Concerning Support Persons

(a) When the protest committee decides that a support person who is a party to a hearing
under rule 60.3(d) or 69 has broken a rule, it may
(1)  issue a warning,

2 exclude the person from the event or venue or remove any privileges or
benefits, or
3) take other action within its jurisdiction as provided by the rules.

(b) The protest committee may also penalize a boat that is a party to a hearing under rule
60.3(d) or 69 for the breach of a rule by a support person by changing the boat’s
score in a single race, up to and including DSQ, when the protest committee decides
that
(1)  the boat may have gained a competitive advantage as the result of the breach

by the support person, or
(2)  the support person committed a further breach after the protest committee
warned the boat in writing, following a previous hearing, that a penalty may

be imposed.
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Q&As reflect the opinion of experienced race officials, they are not authoritative interpretations of the rules.
Q&As only address the specific question and not all of the factors a protest committee will need to consider in a hearing.
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Situation
Rule 44.3, Scoring Penalty, applies at an offshore event.
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Question 1

If a boat touches several marks of the course, does she need to take a Scoring Penalty
for each incident?
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Answer 1

Yes. The Scoring Penalty replaces the One-Turn and the Two-Turns Penalties (see rule
44.1).

Therefore, a boat may take a Scoring Penalty when she may have broken rule 31, and
this applies to each individual incident, similarly to the One-Turn Penalty.
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Question 2

If a boat touches a finishing mark, is she required to cross the finishing line from the
course side for a second time after she took a Scoring Penalty for touching it?
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Answer 2

No. As the Scoring Penalty replaces the One-Turn and the Two-Turns Penalty, rule 44.2
does not apply. Therefore exception (a) in the definition ‘Finish’ is not applicable. The
boat finished when she initially crossed the finishing line from the course side
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Question1 Who is the owner of a boat for the purposes of the Racing Rules of Sailing?
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Answer 1 The term 'owner' is not defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing and is therefore
used in the sense ordinarily understood in nautical or general use. It may be the individual,

the partnership or the organization to whom the boat belongs.
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Question 2 May a temporary possessor or a person who has chartered a boat be considered

to be the owner for the purposes of the Racing Rules of Sailing?
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Answer 2 No; see answer 1.
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Question 3 Can a boat have more than one owner for the purposes of the Racing Rules of

Sailing?
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Answer 3 Yes; see answer 1.
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Question 4 What are the rights of the registered owner for the purposes of the Racing Rules

of Sailing?

B4 T—UZIBRBRAICEWTERZ UIFBEDIERN S (FTTIh ?

Answer 4 The Racing Rules of Sailing do not give any rights to the owner of the boat. Rules
2,3.1(a), 3.2, 3.3(d), 6, 7, and 69.1(a) and 78.1, place obligations but without giving rights to

an owner.

E&E4 T—UZIBKRAITER— DA —F—([CVNDRDIEFIESZFRA. A

2,3.1 (a). 3.2,3.3 (d). 6,7. XU 69.1 (a) KLUV 78.1 (F. EBZESHFIBAEIC

WEHZ5X2EEHDEEA

Question 5 Does the registered owner have the right to protest, to request redress or to
appeal a decision if they were not on board the boat or if they have chartered the boat to

another person?

B 5 BRSNEFAEEMMECE > TULWRWNEES. FEh— hERDAICELTLY

BHBETOFT A MOKEORE. FL(FHIREW U TDLFZRODIENZRFO>TVET

n?

Answer 5 No. In this case the owner is not part of the boat (see Terminology)

EZES5 WWR COBEMEEGMRO—EICEHDFEA. ([HEHES] 22R)
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Situation

After all boats had finished a race, the race committee realised that a mark had drifted
out of position during the race. The race committee decided that, as a result of the
drifting mark, the race was unfair for some boats.

Rk

LTORNL—RERZ-E. L—RAEBEREIL—RAPIZI—IDEEN XL TL=Z &I
KOV L—RAERBRRIFIT—IDFRN=CEIcE>TERICE TR AFE LT L HIBTL
1=

Question 1
May the race committee abandon the race after all boats have finished?

=15k
L—RAEBREFIETORNIs= v ol L—RZEHILICTEEEHYETH?

Answer 1
Yes, see rule 32.1.

EE 1
[FLY L—IL321ZESRBLTESLY,

However, after one or more boats have finished, the race committee should make every
effort to ‘save’ the race, if necessary by requesting redress on behalf of all affected
boats. The RC should only abandon a race if, after considering the consequences, it is
satisfied that this is the fairest arrangement for all boats in the race or series.

LALGBASTRE X TR U LOREN T =y alz&. tLBELLL—AEAREE
EER=2TORIZRO>THHFEERT HLICE- T, AIRRLBRYL—REFHIISE
BBNETRETHS,



L—RARRREFBEREZRLERIZ. TASL—R PV XD TORICENTAEL
B LHEELERICBYL—RZERIEIZT B,

Question 2
If the answer is yes, how shall the race committee signal that the race is abandoned?

HM2
LLEANTEVIDES. L—RARRRREDKIITLTEDL—AMHIEICE-1=C L% R
AFETHM?

Answer 2

The race committee should post a notice about its decision. This may include the reasons
for the decision.

If the boats are still in the racing area waiting for a further race when the race
committee decides to abandon a completed race, the race committee may also display
flag L from the race committee vessel and attempt to notify competitors afloat.
Displaying flag N is not suitable for abandoning a race that has been completed, as its
meaning presupposes that the race is abandoned while it is in progress.

B2

L—RABRBRIITOREZEHMLLZTRIEESEL, TOEHICITREDEHNEEND
ERLH B,

HLLL—RZBEPROOFL—REHRILERELIZFZ L—RAIYF7TELRSIL—RADT:
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Question

Will an English variant of the word 'Protest’, or a translation of the word 'Protest' into the language of
the protestor, satisfy the hail requirement in rule 61.1(a)?

B

PEE & 1T D TProtest] OFER, P& DS TO [Protest] OFRIX, HHI 61.1(a)DFHIT D
PR A E 502

Answer
The purpose of rule 61.1 is to make sure that the protestee is informed about the protestor’s

intention to protest.
S

B 61,1 0 F T, WSS S OV SN D SN A REREICT 5 HTh 5,

The following complies with rule 61.1(a): -
The English word 'Protest'.

- A translation of the word 'Protest' that is found in an official translation of rule 61.1(a), provided that its
meaning is understood by the protestee.

HITHL 61. 1 (a) IZfE> T 5
WEED [TaT A I

—HA 61. 1 (a) DARFFUT R I D [Protest] LVVIFEHDFRT, £ DEKRPHEITHRE I
HE X5 [Protest| &9 EEMAJDER,
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Situation

45 boats registered and paid on-line for a two-day regatta. The Notice of Race
stated that boats have to complete the on-site part of the registration which
included presenting their sails for equipment inspection. 40 of the registered
boats appeared on-site and met the requirements of the Notice of Race.
ASIEL2BREDL AV AIZREEL. 75710 TEMHEhof-. L—RAATRTIE, #IEE
FRETE— I ERILEZECHMERET T LRTNIERGLERBESh TV, &
SFU-A0EATRMICR N, L—RARTROEH#ZFH LT

Question

How many points should boats which did not start, did not finish, retired or were
disqualified be scored?

b=t i}
ARA—RLIEMoT=, 0=y ialieghof=. UA4 7 LTz, RITEKIEESNTI-BDOFT (I =
127257

Answer

41 points.

40 boats complied with the requirements of the organizing authority and
therefore entered the race according to rule 75.1.
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Question

In some situations, a boat does not break rule 31 by touching a mark. When a boat entitled
to mark-room has been given room to leave the mark on the required side but is compelled

to touch it, has mark-room been given?

B R

RIIC X o TR~ — 7 1Bl L T AT 3 TISEK L TWwiny,
EDobN-llT~—27 2 BBRTEE5D~Y— 7NV —LDBERD D LMD~ — 7 [T EfA % 5mys
LnEE~— I —Li5E x5 TR ?

Answer
No.
It is not seamanlike to compel a boat to touch a mark even if she does not break a rule
by doing so.

This is irrespective of any additional requirements in the definition ‘mark-room’ in
p y q

Appendices B, C and F.
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