RAPID RESPONSE MATCH RACING CALL 2010/003

Rule 17 On the Same tack; Proper Course
Definitions Proper Course

Question 1

Shortly after rounding the windward mark, Yellow establishes a leeward overlap on Blue
from clear astern. The conditions are such that the boats would normally set a spinnaker to
finish as soon as possible. Yellow does not set a spinnaker and sails a course that is a proper
course for a boat with a headsail, but above a proper course for a boat with a spinnaker.

Blue luffs and keeps clear. There is a Y-flag. What should the call be?

Proper Course
with headsail set

Proper Course
with spinnaker set

Answer 1

Display the green and white flag.

When Yellow establishes a leeward overlap at position 2 she is subject to rule 17 and shall not
sail above her proper course. However, there is no requirement for her to sail with a
spinnaker. Her proper course is determined by the course she would sail, in the absence of
Blue, to finish as soon as possible with the sails she is using at that time. Yellow is not sailing
above her proper course and does not break rule 17.

Question 2

Would the answer be different if Yellow had an outstanding penalty?

Answer 2
No.
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Rule 18.2(a) Giving Mark-Room

Question

Yellow on starboard completes a penalty just before position 3 and is on a downwind course.
Blue on port is bearing away to round the windward mark.

Does rule 18 apply between Yellow and Blue?

Answer

Yes.

Rule 18.2(a) applies from position 3 when the boats are overlapped and sailing courses that

will leave the mark on the same side. From that position, Yellow is required to give Blue
mark-room.
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Rule 11  On The Same Tack Overlapped
Rule 16 Changing Course
Rule 14  Avoiding Contact

Question

Blue the windward boat bears away hard to pass behind Yellow. Yellow luffs shortly after
Blue begins to bear away. Blue keeps clear in position 2.

In Position 3 both boats are passing each other’s windward side. There is contact between the
boats. Both boats Y-flag.

What should the call be?

Answer

Penalize Blue as the keep-clear boat unless Yellow breaks rule 16.1 by changing course
without giving Blue room to keep clear.

In CALL GEN 1 the umpires assume that the state of a boat or its relationship with another
has not changed until they are certain that it has changed. The umpires cannot be certain
which is the right-of-way boat in position 3. Their last point of certainty was that Yellow was
the right-of-way boat.
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